[G] They proposed to rule that that is the case in a place in which there 
is no elder. 


[H] Rabbis of Caesarea said, “That is the case even in a place in which 
an elder is available.” 


[I] They said before R. Yosé, R. Huna: “‘Heads of the tribes’ [Must 
one be head of a tribe to release a vow as an individual?].” 


[J] He said to them, “Yes. If R. Huna is not in [the class] of heads 
of tribes, who is in that class? R. Huna is the head of the heads 
of tribes.” 


[1:3 A] What is [the law] as to appointing elders [to serve] for 
specific purposes [only]? 


[B] Let us derive the answer from the following: 


[C] Rabbi appointed Rab to release vows and to examine 
women’s menstrual stains. After he had died, Rab 
requested permission of his son [to examine] blemishes of 
firstlings. 


[D] The son said to him, “I am not going to add to what Father 
assigned to you.” 


[E] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “(Rabbi] had permitted him [all 
rabbinic functions], to judge cases all by himself, to release 
vows, to examine external blemishes. When Rabbi died, 
Rab asked his son for permission to assess blemishes that 
are in hidden parts of the body. 


[F] He said to him: ‘Iam not going to add to what Father 
assigned to you.’” 


[G] Even though you have said that they do appoint elders 
to serve for specific purposes only, that is the case only 
if the one appointed is suitable to carry out all sorts of 
tasks. 


[H] /t is in line with the following: R. Joshua b. Levi 
appointed all his disciples [to carry out official duties], 
but he was distressed in regard to one of them, who had 
weak eyes, and he could not appoint him. He did assign 
him to carry out some tasks. 


[I] That implies that one who is suitable for all tasks is 
suitable to carry out only one task, but one who is not 


